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Academic Day starts with —

o Greeting with saying ‘Namaste’ by joining Hands together following by
2-3 Minutes Happy session, Celebrating birthday of any student of

respective class and National Anthem.

Lecture Starts with- Review of previous Session-Elements of the State

e Topic to be discussed today- Today We will discuss aboutTheory of the

origin of the State .Introduction & Brief Discussion About The Topic

Theories of the Origin of the State
The Theory of Divine origin of State
Introduction :

This is the oldest or the earliest theory on the subject of origin as well as nature
of political authority . According to this theory , the state is the march of God on

earth. The Jews were the chief exponents of the Divine origin theory. The
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Greeks and the Romans regarded state as a divine institution . The theory
received great impetus by the protestant reformation .The hindu thinkers
believed that the state was divine . Even the muslim law regarded king as a
shadow of God .1t was believed by the supporters of Divine Origin Theory that
the king was given the power to control and govern the people by the supreme

power i.e God .

Gradually this theory took the form of the Divine Right of kings especially in

England during the sixteenth and seventeeth century .
Principles-

1. The king is the embodiment of wisdom.

2. The king is responsible only to God .

3. The king id given his power by God .

4. Kingship is hereditary .

5. The people must surrender unconditionally to the authority of the king .

(o]

. The people have no right to judge the king for all or any of his acts .

The divine origin theory lost support among political thinkers by the end of the

eighteenth century .1t was completely rejected by Grotius ,Hobbes , Locke .

Decline of the Theory

1. Emergence of Social Contract theory — Theory of social contract which
prove that the state was a human creation , a hand work of man and not a

divine creation.

2. Victory of Democratic lIdeas — The rise of democracy people became

aware of their rights and their potential power to resist despotic kings.

3. The separate of the church from the state — It tried to separate religion and

politics .This further declined divine origin theory .
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4. New Outlook — Rise of Nationalism, spirit of enquiry and the scientific
investigation changed the mind set of the people which resulted in a great

setback of this theory .
Merits :

1. It had its utility.

A

It propagated obedience to political authority

3. Checked anarchy

4. It suggested respect for person , property and government .
Demerits :
1. It justified monarchy and despotic rule .

2. The divine origin theory does not appeal to reason and commonsense .
3. There is no historical evidence of divine origin of the state .

4. This theory is far from reality .It is used to justify the despotic rule by giving

it divine sanction

5. The theory is not suitable to the modern democratic states where people

elected the rulers .
Conclusion :

It was useful in imposing law and order and establish stable rule .
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University Library Reference-

1. Foundations of Political Science — Dr.Sunita Gangwal ,CBC, Jaipur
2. RajnitikSiddhant —Pukhraj Jain , Sahitya Publications .
3. Principles of Modern Political Science — J.C Johari , Sterling Publishers

» Online Reference if Any.
https://schoolofpoliticalscience.com/meaning-nature-and-scope-of-political-

science/

e Suggestions to secure good marks to answer in exam-
» Explain answer with key point answers
1.Introduction
2.0rigin of Theory
3.Features
4.Critical Evaluation
e Questions to check understanding level of students-
1.Explain the meaning , origin and evaluation of Origin theory of the
State .
e Small Discussion About Next Topic- Force Theory of the Origin of the
State
e Academic Day ends with-

National song” Vande Mataram’
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